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INDIVIDUAL EVANGELISM 


W. MAcCNAUGHTAN 


The success or failure of the 
Five Years Movement will depend 
on individual work. No move- 
ment becomes a movement until 
the individual is stirred to share 
his convictions and experiences 
with his friends. Spiritual life 
has always been communicated 
from soultosoul. A living Church 
has always been a witnessing and 


confessing Church. 


Power. The power of personal 
evangelism depends on the spiritual 
experience of the worker. The 
feeble beget their feeble kind. 
But to be in living touch with God 
and to introduce Him to His lost 
and erring children is to experience 
the creative joy of the Creator 
» ¥ Himself. It is this joy which is 

hoo great to be kept to one’s self 
and must be shared with one’s 
neighbor. Life stories of great 
interest are unfolded and adven- 
tures of the spirit are experienced 
which are the richest rewards of 
the soul winner lt is just here 
that the thrill of the Christian 
adventure lies. 


Redeemed personal influence is 
the greatest spiritual power which 
God uses in his creative redeeming 
work. He sent His Son to be the 
living Word of truth and power— 
His living epistle. In Christ we 


Note: — 4 Chinese translation is 
available in pamphlet form at 5 cents 


per copy, postpaid. 


- intelligible 


see God. Christ has sent us, that 
in us men may see Himself. We 
are epistles of Christ. As He is 
the living Word of God making 
God's character and 
purpose, so we are appointed to be 
His epistles, making clear to men 
His character of holy love, and 
His purpose of complete redemp- 
tion. 


The power of personal influence 
works through those laws of con- 
tact deeper than sight or hearing 
whereby soul meets with soul and 
life flows across the boundaries of 
personality. It follows the laws 
of Love. Coercion makes stubborn 
but love wins. Love is the win- 
ning power which shall not pass 
away when all the instruments of 
coercion are on the scrap heap. 
It is rooted in the nature of God-—— 
and therefore it is the final power 
in the Universe. Above all the 
shill and equipment of the teacher, 
preacher, and physician there is 


Pablished at 23 Ming Yuen Read. 


the personal sacramental influence 


of the man. 


Universal Method. How many 
Christian workers and leaders are 
missing much of the fruits of their 
labors because they always deal 
with the group, never with the 
individual. Parents, teachers, 
evangelists, pastors, nurses, doc- 
tors, all need this method to win 
their deepest results. 
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The seasons do not affect this 
work. Weather has no relation to 
it. Any day and all day the peo- 
ple are there. Winter and snow 
do not hinder it, nor does heavy 
summer rain stop it. Sunshine 
and wind do not affect it. In the 
bitter winter weather of north 
Manchuria the people in the Hei- 
lungkiang Province are said to 
hibernate. But the Christian too 
is shut in with his friends and 
neighbors and set free to witness 
to his Lord. 


Distinguished evangelists, out- 
side workers, are not required for 
this service. Nor does it need 
any equipment or place of meet- 
ing. Where two or three meet 
each other there the Lord in the 
midst is prepared to do His 
creative work. Everywhere above 
each is the blue or cloudy sky, and 
there is direct access from all 
places at all times to the Source of 
Life and Power. 


Everyone can do it. This 
ministry does not depend on 
academic training or eloquence, 
but upon witness-bearing which 
acts through faith and love. 
Even the babes in Christ have 
access to these. The witness of 
babes is often most suitable to 
babes. The hesitating word of 
testimony and the simple prayer 
may be the most real revelation of 
spiritual power because they bring 
God most near. 


Principles underlying Individual 
Evangelism 
|. Fellowship with Christ 


Creative individual evangelism 
is nothing short of introducing 
souls of men to the Living Christ, 
and therefore must be Christ- 
centered from beginning to end. 
This creative work must be born 
in prayer and carried through in 
prayer. It must not be the prayer 
which calls in God as an auxiliary 
with a self-imposed task, but it 
must be the prayer of dedication 
which makes a man responsive to 
the will of God ‘as a man’s hand 
is to a man’. The Spirit within 
is the fountain of Life and the 


urge to pour out the living waters 
to others, is the urge of Divine 
Love. 


Guidance. To whom is one to 
speak? Must one witness to 
everyone? Shall one make a vow 
to speak of Christ to at least one 
person every day? Should one 
decide to seek to lead at least one 
person to Christ in a year? Must 
I witness to my fellow-passengers 
in a train? 


We should witness only to those 
whom we are guided to win. If 
we have not the love and patience 
to be friendly to them, we are not 
fitted to win them at all. We are 
responsible for those we alienate 
by rude and impertinent methods, 
just as we are responsible for 
those we refuse to help. 


Intimate practice of fellowship 
with Christ will lead to His guid- 
ing us to those in whose hearts 
He is already working and who 


are prepared for the message. 


He will indicate these people to us. 
In the practice of silence and 
responsiveness at all times to the 
leading of the Spirit, we will know 
when to speak and to whom to 
speak and when to be silent. It 
is nearly as important to know 
when to be silent as well as when 
to speak, except that our tempta- 
tion lies in the direction of silence. 
We may be guided merely to make 
friends, waiting for a later op- 
portunity to present the message 
of Christ. 


This guidance may come in the 
stirring of conscience with regard 
to some friend. Someone may be 
repeatedly suggested to our mind 
through the imagination. We may 
be suddenly impelled to address a 
stranger. We may feel the urge 
to write a letter or pay a visit, or 
give a gift or do a kindness. 
These impulses are to be welcomed 
und obeyed. They need to be 
tested. They may be mistaken, 
but if they are followed in the 
spirit of loving and wise service, 
even the mistake may be turned to 
good. Where the guidance is 
genuine there is the sense of being 
sent by God and there is power 
and life. 


A Chinese pastor told me how 1 
he had been guided to seek the 
lapsed members of the congrega- 
tion to which he had recently been 
appointed. Just that morning he 
had gone to.the home of a member 
who had turned his back for years 
upon the church. He found that 
God had been preparing this man’s 
heart. He came to him with the 
peaceful, open, loving look of one 
who was experiencing the pres- 
ence of God. The troubled dark- 
ened conscience of the man was 
stirred by the contrast between 
their lives and filled with a great 
yearning for life and peace. Be- 
ing already excommunicated 1 
was not afraid to confess. They 
prayed together. The penitent 
asked to be restored to fellowship. 


Having received a blessing he 
immediately thought of another 
like himself in the darkness and 
urged the pastor to call. “But I 
don’t know him.” Won't you 
introduce me.” Thus the new 
penitent was offered a chance to 
serve and to witness the very day ; 
he was converted. Where God 9 
leads He prepares the way. 


Not long ago when I was in 
Holland, an old Dutch statesman 
told me how in his morning watch 
God him to share his 
experience with an old friend. He 
himself had experienced a great 
spiritual uplift about a year before 
and was rejoicing in new spiritu: 
life. For years he had been 
enslaved by a besetting sin, which 
had fallen from him, when he had 
experienced the enlargement of 
spiritual life. He knew that his 
friend was troubled with the same 
sin. They were very intimate. 


“How did you begin your inter- 
view?” Iasked. “Oh, I just told 
him why I had come.” One can 
imagine what an explosive ex- 
perience this was for his friend. 
As they sat together, he frankly 
told his whole story. His friend 
was deeply moved and desired the 
same victory and joy. “The way 
is open, Christ is the great life- 
giver. Let us go to him.” As 
they knelt together in prayer, the 


j 4 
| 
| 


THE BULLETIN OF THE NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL 3 


miracle of renewal took place. 
Where God guides He has already 
prepared the way. 


Fellowship with God is a fel- 
lowship of mutual sharing. The 
Love which gives all, demands all. 
We are called into the fellowship 
of completing God's creation. In 
creating that spiritual Kingdom 
which alone gives meaning and 
value to the universe, God has 
chosen to work from within. He 
needs the free cooperation of His 
loving obedient children. This 
highest calling of all He makes 
possible by His fellowship and 
indwelling. The symbol of prayer 
is the open heart of dedication, 
not the open hand of supplication. 
The response of God is guidance 
and equipment. 


Il. Fellowship with Men 


Unwillingness to have fellowship 
with men, quenches the spirit of 
fellowship with God. Fellowship 
with God means sharing God's 
Life of Love and begets a desire 
to share that Life with others. 
“Woe is me if 1 preach not the 
. gospel”—“I long after you all in 
the bowels of Jesus Christ.“ The 
priest and the Levite of the par- 
able went down to Jericho elated 
and self-satisfied because of their 
service in the temple. They felt 
that as servants of God they were 
in special fellowship with Him. 
Rut when they refused to recognize 
that the man wounded by robbers 
had any claim upon them, they 
denied his brotherhood and so 
denied God’s Fatherhood. Their 
sin of unbrotherliness thus broke 
their fellowship with God as 
Father. That which separates 
man from God is sin, and that 
which separates man from man is 
also sin. The spirit of God al- 
ways moves men towards fellow- 
chip and sharing with others, and 
disobedience to this urge is the 
most common way of quenching 
the Spirit. 


Christlikeness means friend- 
liness. Am I to speak to this 
man about his soul?” “No cer- 
tainly not, if I care for him so 
little that I don’t wish to speak to 


him at all.“ We propose to invite 
someone to join the family of God 
of which family we are children. 
We are not able to do this unless 
we are willing to be _ brotherly. 
We must love the whole man, not 
merely his soul. We must show 
ourselves interested in his inter- 
ests. A lad told me why he could 
no longer visit the home of a 
Christian who had helped him 
spiritually. “He loves my soul, 
but he doesn’t like me.” 


Confidence as between friend 
and friend is the only atmosphere 
in which the deeper spiritual 
work can be done—confidence 
which leads to confession and 
sharing of experience. The indi- 
vidual worker is not merely one 
who preaches a sermon to a single 


person but one who shares his 


life story and offers his help and 
friendship. Under the guidance 


of God he may be led to great 


sacrifice in order to win someone 
whom God has placed upon his 
heart. 


A professor in the Madras 
Christian College told me, how he 
and his wife had laid upon their 
hearts the task of winning one of 
their Indian colleagues to Christ. 
As they prayed for him they loved 
him. They planned acts of kind- 
ness and did everything possible 
to show their love and cultivate 
his friendship. It was all in vain, 
because their Indian friend regard- 
ed this as a missionary device to 
win him to Christianity. It was 
their duty as missionaries to 
treat him like that. However he 
became dangerously ill, and these 
two friends opened their home to 
him and endangered their lives by 
nursing him. He had tuberculosis, 
and their verandah was more 
suitable in the hot weather than 
the one at the hospital. Indeed 
they became infected for a time 
by his disease. This service was 
so far beyond the mere demands 
of a device to capture a soul, that 
he recognized the Divine Love and 
yielded to Christ, 


III. Witnessing 
(a) Witness of Life: 


Christianity is first a life and 
then it is . doctrine. It is a life 
which can be shared, and the 
doctrine is the explanation of that 
life. Witnessing should _there- 
fore precede preaching. It is 
peace in the midst of trouble. We 
must witness to that peace. It is 
joy. “The worldly man is joyful 
at a marriage feast but the 
spiritual man knows how to turn 
sorrow into joy. “Sorrowful but 
always rejoicing.” It is the abun- 
dant life. “Poor yet making many 
rich—possessing all things.” It 
is the Life of the Family of God 
Faith, Hope, Love, Victory, En- 
lightenment, the infinite Good of 
the Life Eternal. This is the 
Life which we have to offer. 
According as our experience is 
high or low so our witness will be 
rich or meager. 


(b) Witness of Character 


It is our privilege to introduce 
Christ. If our witness is to be 
real, we must have some at least 
of His characteristics: 


Humble as those that enter the 
Kingdom are humble, mixing with 
the humble and lost, on equal 
terms; self-forgetful as He was, 
who humbled Himself to be the 
friend of the humble and poor. 


Kind and sociable, with the 
sympathetic look and touch of 


Him who drew the heartbroken to 
Himself. 


Holy, reflecting the goodness 
and beauty of God, radiating love, 


and revealing the unseen sources 
of Life. 


Fearless, set free from the bonds 
of ‘face’ and self-love, freed from 
the fear of criticism or love of 
applause, not afraid to follow the 
guidence of the Spirit. 


Piactical, serviceable, with eyes 
open. always for the needed ser- 
vice; understanding the circum- 
stances and needs of ordinary 
people; ready to serve, 
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Cross bearing. Love that is 
wounded by sin, that goes the extra 
mile, love that is self-giving with- 
out limit. 


If Christ is to be real to this 
ceneration He must be ‘magnified’ 
by living men and women (Phil. 
1:20). This is how in each gen- 
eration He must be lifted up. 


(c) Witness of Words 


Many are reluctant to witness 
because of shyness or genuine 
humility. But this must not be. 
come disobedience when the Lord 
has need of us. The greatest 
treasure we have to impart is the 
experience of our faith and love 
in Christ. This must not be 
wrapped up in a napkin of even 
such fine material as modesty. 


Witnessing should emphasize 
contrast. Whereas I was blind 
now I see. In popular witnessing 
this is so often forgotten. A 
vivid description is given of past 
superstition and sin, and almost 
nothing is said of present peace 
and hope. It is true that the 
change should be obvious, and 
where words are used they should 
be words of great humility and 
thankfulness to God. It is so easy 
for some to lapse into self- 
advertisement and self-praise even 
under the guise of self-deprecia- 
tion. 


IV. How to arouse conscience 


Unless conscience is stirred 
little progress towards the new 
birth will be made. One of the 
subtle heresies which has so much 
truth in it, is that Christianity is 
a eult which has to be learned and 
not. a new life which has to be 
experienced. The failure of so 
much Christian work is that it is 
so largely confined to the intel- 
lectual side. Whilst evangelism 
must be a teaching evangelism, the 
man is not won until his con- 
science is stirred. 


(a) The presence of Christ as 
revealed in the servant of Christ 
will arouse a sense of contrast—a 
sense of need and sin. The pres- 
ence of love and peace and hope 
in another arouses a thirst for the 


satisfaction of the spiritual nature. 
There is no substitute for this 
reality in winning souls. 


(b) Confession or deeper wit- 
nessing may be the most direct 
way to open a closed heart, and 
stir a dull conscience. The re— 
formed gambler is the best able 
to reclaim the slave to gambling. 
The impure are best helped by the 
experiences of those similarly 
tempted. When dealing with a 
lal whom I knew to be in the 
power of a vile habit, I found the 
experience of another lad who had 
won complete victory in leading 
him to confession and final restora- 
tion: The confession of these 
hidden secrets, as every psycho- 
analyst knows, is a great release 
in itself. When the confession is 
carried to God, it issues in for- 
giveness and blessing and the 
rebirth. The world is full of the 
victims of sin, and the Christian 
worker should be able to meet each 
need with an experience of his 
own or of some other. If his own 
experience does not enable him to 
help certain people, he should be 
in fellowship with other Christian 
workers who are specially able to 
deal with such cases. 


(c) Sympathy draws from the 
heart, the confession of need. 
Ignorance, suffering and sin, sum 
up the main human needs. Soul 
hunger and dispeace spring from 
these. The last to be acknow- 
ledged is sin, and the first to be 
admitted is suffering. Sympathy 
towards the suffering may be the 
open road to the hearts and con- 
sciences of those who are weary 
and heavy-laden and know not 
where to find rest. They blunder 
through life, as the proverb says, 
like fish in muddy water. They 
have lost their way. They never 
knew that there was a way. And 
only one can give them rest. 


V. The Message 


The message is Christ, new life 
in Christ, the life of the family of 
God as brought to us by Christ, 
The whole message is colored by 
the life and teaching and death 
and resurrection of Christ, and by 
his final victory and reign. 


To be saved is to be cleansed 
and happy in the family of God. 
To be a child of God is. to be 
Christlike. Then how is this 
message to be presented? What 
is saving doctrine? 


(1) Man: Any doctrine is part 
of saving doctrine which shows 
what man really is. He is a 
spiritual being united to a body. 


The meaning of his life is not 


bodily—clothes, food and dwellings. 
The meaning of his life is 
spiritual. He was created to be 
a child of God, with a share in 


his Father’s family on earth, 1 


a share in the Heavenly Home in 
the eternities. This teaching be- 
comes saving teaching when it 
stirs the heart and leads him to 
seek his true destiny in God. 


(2) God. Any doctrine is sav- 
ing doctrine which reveals God as 
Jesus revealed Him: which shows 
that God is a Father full of holy 
love: that he loves His child 
though he be a prodigal: that he 
seeks like the shepherd his lost 
child, that his child’s soul is pre- 
cious to Him as the lost coin was 
to the woman. This doctrine be- 
comes saving doctrine when it 
stirs the conscience and leads the 
sinner through Christ to recognize, 
love, trust, and obey this Father. 


(3) Christ. Any doctrine about 
Christ is saving doctrine which 


leads the soul to know, love, trust 


and obey Him. In Christ he sees 
God descending, seeking, teaching, 
living, suffering, dying, rising 
again, always the friend of sin- 
ners, always seeking the lost, 
always welcoming the penitent. 


(4) Lost. Any doctrine which 
leads men to see the sheer disaster 
of being lost, which stirs the 
conscience, and leads to penitence 
and faith in God, is saving 
doctrine. 


To be lost is the opposite of 
being found: without Christ; with- 
out the blessed fellowship with 
God to which Christ leads; blindly 
groping through life ‘without 
understanding its meaning; ex- 
posed to fears; uncomforted in 
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bereavement; victims of sin and 
often servants of sin; looking 
towards death with fear. ‘Lost’ 
is not a hopeless condition, it im- 
plies that they may be found. 


(5) Life. Any doctrine which 
leads men to see, desire, and 
believe in the blessed life of the 
family of God, here and now, and 
enduring through the eternities, is 
saving doctrine.. It is the Holy 
Spirit in the heart, and in its full- 
ness includes all human relation- 
ships, personal, home, society, 
national and world wide. 


(6) Faith and Penitence. A 
part of saving doctrine is to show 
that this Life is a free gift and 
that it can be simply received. 
Faith is the opened eye, which 
sees that the message is true, that 
the Life is real. It is also the 
power to turn from the old life 
and dedicate one’s self to the new. 
It is the power to accept the free 
gift of this life from above. 


God is a Father. I accept Him 
as my Father. Christ is a Savior, 
I accept Him as my 
is an enemy. I turn from it as 
my enemy. Life is the supreme 
gift. I desire and accept Eternal 
Life. The family of God is my 
family. The home of God is my 
home. 


Brief Statement: It is most 
important that the worker should 
be able to condense the message, 
so that it can be stated in two or 
three minutes, and the outline be 
easily memorized. The above 
points are the headings of John 
III. 16. Each point can be in- 
dicated by one character, one for 
1 of the hand. , . 18. 
t, . 


God is a loving Father. He 
loves the world which means that 
He recognizes, and seeks to save 
everyone, good or bad, poor or 
rich, ignorant or learned. He 
desires to save everyone, including 
you and me, and to change us into 
good children, and give us a place 
in His Family. 


He gives His Son Jesus to 
us. In Jesus we see that God's 
heart is life. Jesus is the friend 


avior. Sin-. only, nor by teaching only. 


of the ignorant, the suffering, and 


the sinful. He loves sinners so 
much that He gave His life for 
them. He suffered the cruel death 
of the cross to save them. He 
loves you and me as much as that. 


u — If we repent,—turn from our 
oid lives,—and believe—accept Him 
as Savior, He will freely forgive 


our sins, and make us children of 
God. 


E If you are outside your 
Father’s family and do not know 
or love Him, God’s heart aches for 
you as for a lost child. It is sad. 


It is dangerous. Aas no hope, 
till you are found. 


E — Eternal life is God's gift. 
It is the life of God's family full 
of joy and peace and love now, 
and full of glory for ever. It is 
the most precious thing in the 
whole world and it is yours for the 
asking. 


VI. Prayer 


Our aim is to lead souls to God. 
This cannot be done by witnessing 
It can 
be done by introducing the person 
to God directly through prayer. 
Reverently bowing the head, in 
very simple language, the child 
may be led into the presence of 
God and introduced to his vun 
Father. When the worker is in 
vital touch with God the presence 
of God becomes very real. The 
enquirer may now be asked to 
pray. If he cannot do so, he may 
be asked to repeat a simple prayer 
sentence by sentence, like a child 
following his teacher. 


It is astonishing how often this 
is neglected. When prayer begins, 
the spiritual life begins, even 
though the knowledge may be that 
of a little child. It is wise if 
possible to make the prayer the 
climax of the interview, anything 
after that is usually an anti- 
climax. 


VII. Introduced Evangelism 


One of the most fruitful times 
for witnessing in a converts’ life, 
is just when the new life is dawn- 
ing upon him. His friends be- 


come interested, or try to hinder 4 


him. He is troubled by all sorts 
of family and social problems. 
This is a time when he need: 
friendship most. The Christian 
worker should encourage him to 
witness to his friends and rela- 
tives and should listen with 
Sympathy to his experience. On 
the other hand he may be too 
timid to say anything about his 
new life. The Christian worker 
should suggest that they co- 
operate together in winning his 
friends or witnessing to his 
friends. A real advance in 
spiritual growth is gained when 
they enter into fellowship and 
pray and work together for others. 
As they pray together they are 
conscious that the group is not 
two but three. The unseen 
Master has joined them. As they 
visit the friend together, the new 
convert must give his testimony 
however slight, and in so doing 
grows in faith. As he listens to 
the message being again repeated, 
in a new way, to meet new needs 
he grows in knowledge and skill. 


The results of this method are 
that the new convert is being 
strengthened by entering into ser- 
vice. He is being taught by the 
project method. He is using his 
knowledge as he acquires it. He 
is being trained as an individual 
worker himself. He is experien- 
cing fellowship in prayer not only 
for personal blessing but for 
blessing on others. His spiritual 
life is thus being built up and 
conserved at the same time. 


Notice also how multiplying 
this method is. Each of these 
friends who is captured has 
friends of his own. Through the 
ramifications of friendship and 
relatiorship there is an entrance 
into the homes of every one in the 
city or neighborhood. 


VIII. Letter Evangelism 


One of my friends has told me 
that he has had his best individual 
evangelistic results through prayer 
and letter writing. Sometimes 
there are things which should be 
said which are difficult to say. 


PP 
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They involve the ‘face’ of the 
hearer. But there is a privacy 
about a letter which avoids this 
difficulty. The letter is carried 
about and reread, with the result 
that there is a clearness and 
directness which issue in power. 
A younger person may write a 
message to an older person in a 
loving free way, which he would 
not have the courage to speak to 
his face. A parent may write to 
his son or daughter, or a son write 
to his father with a freedom 
which would be difficult to pre- 
serve when talking face to face. 


IX. Conservation of Results 


There is no easy way to attain 
this end. It means loving patient 
teaching and steady perseverance 
in fellowship for a long time. It 
ought to issue in a life-long 
friendship. The one who wins his 
friend, must be prepared to help 
him, until he is built up in the 
faith, and share with him a life- 
long experience of brotherhood. 


(a) There ought to be some 
simple text book in addition to the 
Bible, which the learner can be 
taught. The natural teacher is 
the one who won him for Christ. 


(b) Fellowship is an essential 
part in the nurture af the Chris- 
tian Life. The new enquirer. 
ought to be introduced to a group 
of warm-hearted friends, with 
— 4 he studies and has fellow- 
ship. 


(c) Witnessing is the natural 
expression of life. The vest way 
to conserve the Christian life is to 
help to spread it, 


X. Group for Individual Workers 
The love and energy of the 


individual worker's, need to be 


conserved, just as much as the life 
of the new convert. This service 
ought not to be spasmodic but 
faithful and life-long. The indi- 
vidual is easily discouraged. So 
many new eonverts receive the 
seed in stony ground and after 
much promise they wither away. 


Fellowship in prayer and ser- 
vice is the Divinely ordained 
method to conserve Life and 
Power. Even where the whole 
group are having few results, 
there is the sympathetic sharing 
of the burden; and the united 
fellowship with Christ, the burden 
bearer, brings peace and hope. 
Nearly always some member of 
the group has good news to give, 
which stimulates and encourages 
the others to try again. 


Conclusion 


This highest form of Christian 
service can only be developed, if 
it receives the main attention of 
the Christian leaders. It is not a 
method, distinct from other 
methods, as education and medicine 
are distinct departments. It en- 
ters into all the departments and 
is as vital and necessary to the 
physician if he desires to see his 
services bearing the fullest 
spiritual points, as it is to the 
educator, or the pastor. 


The most fruitful work of a 
Christian leader, who himself 
must be a personal worker, is to 
seek for fellow workers in this 
great_task. It may be that his 
colleagues themselves are missing 
this most rewarding’ service. 
Example and friendly talk and 
above all results,“ may set others 
on the same quest. Those who 
make it their daily prayer, and 
watch for every indication of 
God’s leading, will succeed in find- 
ing such _ fellow-workers. Co- 
operating with others in this most 
creative service, they will ex- 
perience the most blessed reward 
of Christian service. . 


PETITION FOR RELIGIOUS 
LIBERTY IN EDUCATION 


Following is a translation of a 
petition of the Chinese Churches 
sent to the National Government 
for the repeal. of the restrictions 
against religious education and 
worship in Church Schools. It 
was presented by deputation ap- 


pointed by the Ad Interim Com- 


mittee of the N.C.C., consisting of 
Drs. T. C. Bau, T. C. Fan, and 
R. Y. Lo. | 


We, the undersigned, are here- 
with submitting to you a petition 
for your consideration. The pur- 
pose of this petition is to request 
your honorable Ministry to allow 
all grades of church schools to have 
elective religious eoursds and to 
permit the primary grades to have 
the privilege of worship. : 


We have conducted private 
schools for many years, and up to 
the present such schools are in al- 
most every part of our country. 
We have taken it as a natural as- 
sumption that, during this period 
of reconstruction, our Party and 
Nationa} leaders are eager to train 
men and women to serve their 
country under the supervision and 
direction of the Government and 
that the Regulations of the Govern- 
ment issued on August 29, 1929, 
by your honorable Ministry, have 
as their pufpose to assist these 
private schools to carry on their 
work and to maintain a high 
standard of excellence. 


But when we make a careful 
study of the Regulations with par- 
ticular reference to Chapter I, 
Article 5, stating that 


“A private school founded by 
a religious body is not permitted 
to give religion as a required 
subject; nor is religious prop- 
aganda permitted in the class 
instruction. If there are any 
religious exercises, students 
shall not be compelled or enticed 
to participate. No religious er- 
ercises shall be allowed in pri- 
mary schools.” | 


and in view of the official] inter- 
pretation put on the first sentence 
of-said article as prohibiting vol- 
untary religious instruction in 
schools lower than senior middle, 
we are bound to feel that these re- 
strictions are of such a nature as 
to make it necessary for the ma- 
jority of our church schools to 
discontinue. 
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Reason for the Protest 


The consequence of this, we fear, 
is that a large number of non- 
Christian students who are willing 
to be educated in our church 
schools, as well as most of the 
Christian children and youth, will 
lose the opportunity of an educa- 
tion under Christian influence. 
This is indeed a matter of vital 
importance and calling for nego- 
tiation. 


We, therefore, have called a 
number of conferences during the 
last half year to find ways by 
which we can carry on our educa- 
tional work. It is unanimously 
felt that the circumstances compel 
us to protest against the provisions 
of Chapter 1, Article 5 of the 
Regulations Governing Private 
Schools and the official interpreta- 
tion thereof, and to submit the 
following reasons for our position 
for your consideration. 


First, the purpose of the Church 
in conducting schools is to nurture 
Christ-like personality, to serve 
society and state. There are many 
facts to substantiate this state- 
ment which we need not mention. 
We firmly believe that the real 
value of education is not only to 
impart knowledge or to provide 
vocational training. In the broad- 
er sense, education should. enable 
the students to appreciate the beau- 
tiful, good and true so as to be 
able to give expression to beauty, 
goodness and truth in their con- 
duct. This can be realized to the 
highest degree, we believe, only 
through the gateway of religion. 


The Purpose of Christ 


We also are of the firm convic- 
tion that the religion of Jesus 
Christ, his teachings of love, 
liberty and equality, and his 
vicarious sacrifice, are such as can 
inspire and enable the students 
to achieve the ultimate aim of 
education, namely, the development 
of healthy and perfect personality. 


Because of this conviction, we 
have in our schools offered religi- 
ous courses besides courses on nat- 


ural and social sciences, and con- 
ducted worship in addition to other 
meetings and services which are 


required of the students of the~ 


Government. We hope by these 
methods that the students will be 
enabled to understand the mean- 
ing of life, a life after the pattern 
of Jesus Christ, that they may 
through personal cultivation ex- 
perience à rectification of their 
nature and a sincerity of purpose. 
If they have limited opportunities 
they can perfect their own per- 
sonality. If they have a wider 
sphere of service, they can benefit 
humanity. 

The reason why Christian schools 
have religious courses and worship 
is from the sincere desire of educa- 
tors to realize Christ's great pur- 
pose to help in the establishment 
of the personalities of others 
through personalities already es- 
tablished, to aid others to their ult- 
imate achievement through those 
who themselves have achieved. 


Secondly, regarding the question 
of separation of religion from 
education: There has been a 
strong movement during the last 
few years in educational circles for 
the “separation of religion from 
education.” It is maintained that 
churches should not use education 
as an instrument to propagate 
religion. It is held that the aim of 
education is to “open the mind” 
of the students, and the aim of 
religion is to strengthen the faith 
of a man in an abstract being. To 
believe a being which one can 
hardly conceive, it is argued, will 
make a man mentally blind, hence 
he cannot achieve liberty of 
thought and a full development of 
personality. Therefore religion 


and education must be kept sep- 


arate. By so doing they have 
determined to suppress church 
schools, to forbid religious wor- 
ship. The wise have not con- 
sidered. The masses have agreed 
to follow their lead. 


No Mental Blindness 


But we do not think so. We 
believe that education should have 


= 


as its aim the “opening of one’s 
mind.” We also believe that re- 
ligion does not make one mentally 
blind. If religion tends to close 
one's mind to new knowledge, how 
can it be possible for us to prop- 
agate religion by means of ed- 
ucation? 

We have during the past in our 
schools made every effort at our 
disposal 
social science to the students who 
come to us. In addition, we have 
taught religion. This demonstrates 
ihe fact that religion and science 
are not mutually contradictory. 
When we consider the real value of 
education, we cannot conclude that 
education without religion is com- 
plete. A full-rounded personality 
is a personality mentally sound 
and emotionally sane. Reason and 
feeling cannot well be divorced. 


Thirdly, in a country like ours, 
we cannot afford to discontinue 
educational activities. Think of 
the fact that thousands of children 
of school age have no opportunity 
for even a primary education. 
Think of these students who have 
have had primary education and 
who are anxious for further study, 
but have no schools to enter! When 
we think of these, our hearts are 
heavy with grief. How can a 
nation be prosperous and strong 
when we leave the best elements 
uneducated and untrained? 


Use of Private Scheols 


We are aware of the effort made 
hy our Party and national leaders 
to make education the most im- 
portant part of the reconstruction 
programme. We, the undersigned 
as organizations for service are 
anxious to share the burden, and 
there are children of over 200,000 
Christians who need education. 
It is felt to be our duty to provide 
means whereby they will not be 
deprived of the opportunity for 
an education. We conduct schools 
because we deem it the most 
patriotic thing we can possibly do. 


We have made no distinction 


between Christian or non-Chris- 
tian students in our schools. 
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When non-Christians wish to get 
an education in our scools, we do 
not ask them whether they are 
Christians or not. The only stand- 
ard we require is their good char- 
acter and ear:estness for study. 


We believe that religious liberty 
is essential to one’s own conscience. 
In matters of faith, students have 
perfect. freedom. We have never 
tried to “entice” students in our 
schools to become members of the 
church. The reason why we have 
religious education is to guide the 
students to get a right start in 
their lives. To share such respon- 
sibilities with the Government, we 
maintain, is the duty of patriotic 
citizens and should not be pro- 
hibited. 


Violation of Religious Liberty 


Fourthiy and finally, even if 
public and Government schools 
were sufficient in num er for the 
purpose of educating the youth of 
the whole country, we still think 
that private schools have a proper 
place in the nation’s educational 
program. Private schools are 
useful for the purpose of experi- 
ment. The advancement of civil- 
ization is largely dependent upon 
divergence in thought. If the 
Government holds certain theories 
regarding education and use pol- 
itical power to put such theories 
into practice, leaving private 
schools no liberty at all in arrang- 
ing their curriculum, we think it 
will not only work injury to the 
“good-will” of those who conduct 
private sthools, but also necessi- 
tate the Government educational 
authorities carrying on their work 
without the benefit of outside ex- 
perimentation. 


We have religious instruction 
and worship in our schools, be- 
cause we are of the conviction that 
a. full-rounded personality cannot 
be fully developed apart from 
religious experience and religious 
influences. This may be regarded 
as a new educational theory. How 
valuable this theory is, should be 
determined by facts. It is im- 
portant that all private schools 


should be under the supervision 
and direction of the Government. 
It is equally important that the 
Government should recognize the 
right of private schools to experi- 
ment with new educational the- 
ories and to discover facts to sup- 
port them. 


In short, our church schools 
have religious instruction and wor- 
chip because we firmly believe that 
education without religion is in- 
complete. The religion of Jesus 
Christ helps a student to give ex- 
pression to the things most beauti- 
ful and most idealistic. It does 
not close the mind of an intelligent 
student, but guides him to under- 
stand the true meaning of life, a 
life that is worthy of living, a life 
for the well-being of others. The 
Government should permit private 
schools to teach such a religion and 
give it an essential place in educa- 
tion. 


Reconsideration Asked For 


The word “entice” contained in 
Chapter 1, Article 5, is vague and 
not defined. If it is to connote 
that one cannot even mention the 
name of Jesus Christ and his 
teachings to others, it would seem 
as if the Government had violated 
the “freedom of speech” clause in 
the Party Program. The pro- 
hibition of conducting worship in 
private schools and teaching re- 
lipion in schools lower than senior 
middle grade is also a violation of 
“religious Hberty“ which was pre- 
cious to the heart of Dr. Sun. 


Dr. Sun fought a good fight for 
our country for over forty years. 
He was educated in church schools 
and even on his death bed, he pro- 
claimed that he was a Christian. 
He did not regard religion as 
something which would make one 
„ind to knowledge. He did not 
suspect church schools as institu- 
tions to drug youth and make them 
apathetic. Because he knew the 
essence of the religion of Jesus 
Christ and the functions of church 
schools, he whole-heartily support- 
ed Christian institutions to even 


— — 


the last moment when he was in 
this world. Why should his follow- 
ers act contrary to his intention? 


It is deemed necessary and our 
duty to call the attention of your 
honourable Ministry to all these 
facts and reasons as above stated. 
The consequences of Chapter 1, 
Article 5, of the Regulations Gov- 
ernment Private Schools and of the 
official interpretation thereof will 
mean education exclusively without 
religion, the closing down of a 
majority of our schools, and the 
loss of opportunity for an educa- 
tion to thousands of children and 
young people. Can our country 
afford such consequences at the 
present moment? We therefore 
sincerely hope that your honour- 
able Ministry will reconsider the 
whole matter and so modify the 
article in question as to allow all 
grades of church schools to have 
religious instruction and church 
primary schools to have the priv- 
ilege of worship. 


Prior to the modification of the 
article in question, we beg your 
honourable Ministry to inform all 
the provincial and city educational 
authorities to postpone the date of 
registration, lest church schools be 
forced into an impossible situation 
and thus cease to exist. As to the 
maintenance of a high standard of 
excellence in our schools, we will 
do all we can to co-operate with 
your honourable Ministry. 


(Fifteen signatory bodies representing 


over 250,000 com mun icants ). 


REPLY OF THE MINISTRY 
OF EDUCATION 


(Unofficial translation) 
July 24, 1930. 


Your petition requesting that 
all grades of church and mission 


schools be permitted to have 
elective religious courses and 
primary schools to have the 


privilege of worship, has been 
received. 
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Upon consideration of the points 
raised in your petition, we find 
them not free from misunder- 
standing. Let us consider these 
points seriatim. 


(1) The first point, that we 
should use religious teaching in 
the training for life, is not far 
from the truth. But this depends 
upon whether you utilize in your 
teaching the ideals of all religions, 
such for example as the teaching 
of equality and mercy in 
Buddhism, of universal love and 
service of others in Christianity; 
one cannot 
exclusively to those of one-religion. 
Furthermore, religion cannot be 
taught by outward forms and 
practices. If you conduct courses 
on religion and have worship 
limited to one religion only, this is 
in fact mere outward formality 
and from the educational point of 
view is not an essential in the 
training for life. 


(2) In the regulations govern- 
ing the establishment of private 
schools, the restrictions on reli- 
gious education are not limited to 
one particular religion. If we 
allow any one religion to inculcate 
exclusively its own principles in 
non-adults of junior middle school 


grade and below, this will pre-« 


empt their minds and deprive 
them later on when they have 
reached years of maturity of the 
ability to exercise freedom in the 
choice of their religion. This is 
really the placing of shackles upon 
their liberty of thought. 


(3) Since the principal purpose 
of your churches in establishing 
schools is to make education wide- 
ly available and is not intended to 
employ education to entice or 
compel students to become church 
members, therefore the restrictions 
against the propagation of reli- 
gion do not run counter to the 
prime purpose of the churches in 
conducting schools. 


With regard to the idea that all 
the children of the 200,000 Chris- 
tians must be enrolled in church 
schools, this seems*to us to be on 


limit the teachings. 


the same plane as the attempt to 
view the world from your own 
door step and such an idea should 
not continue to be cherished. 


(4) If you propose to experi- 
ment in education, basing your 
experiment on projects related to 
science and social conditions, this 
is something which the Govern- 
ment unquestionably approves and 
permits. Religion, however, is 
one type of abstract intangible im- 
agination and is outside the cate- 
gory of educational theories and 
there is therefore no reason for 
the Government to permit religion 
in schools for the purpose of 
experimentation. 


To sum up: There is not only 
one religion. If we allow each 
religion in the name of education 
to vie one with the other to prop- 
agate religion, the natural ten- 
dency will be to create divisions 
and strife. The Ministry of 
Education, in order to guard 
against such a possible future 
calamity, is obliged to impose 
these restrictions which do not 
apply only to Christianity but to 
the other religions as well. 


Hence to have elective religious 
courses in junior middle schools 
and to have the privilege of wor- 
ship in primary schools embodies 
obstacles too difficult to permit 
the Ministry to grant the request. 
Moreover, we hope that you will 
consider in a sympathetic way 
this our humble opinion regarding 
the restriction upon propagation 
of religion in schools. Let this 
be considered final and not subject 
to further review. 


(Signed) MOLING TSIANG, 
Minister of Education. 


THE TINGHSIEN LITERACY 
INSTITUTE 


In two respects the Tinghsien 
Literacy Institute was a new ven- 
ture in Christian conferences. It 
was a meeting of a group of Chris- 
tian leaders from all over China, 
that is, a national group, yet held 


in the rural city of Tinghsien. It 


was no easy thing to arrange for 


ninety delegates to meet to study 
and discuss mass education in the 
very kind of atmosphere in which 
they would afterwards have to 
work while putting into effect 
what they learned. Yet a res- 
taurant was found which cared 
amply for the needs of all dele- 
gates in an atmosphere of good 
cheer and fine fellowship. A school 
gave up part of its buildings for 
dormitories for the men and the 
Congregational chapel provided 
crowded but comfortable place for 
the women. 


The Conference was also a new 
thing in that it was the first at- 
tempt of the. Mas Education 
Movement under the leadership of 
Dr. Y. C. James Yen to give of 
their experience through an insti- 


tute to other than those of their 


own normal classes. When their 


readiness to help by lectures and 


in discussions was announced we 
knew a treat was in store but no 
one had been prepared for the 
richness of the contribution the 
men of that Movement made. No 
effort had been spared to bring to 
us in the lectures which daily 
occupied the forenoons the best of 


their theory and experignce, 
Mimeograpted outlines of the 
lectures and illustrative tables 


made it possible for the delegates 
to take away with them much 
material for further study. But 
in addition to these lectures, the 
members of the Movement gave 
freely of théir time in attending 


the afternoon and evening discus; — 
sion meetings, and in small group 


discussions and in interpreting and 
explaining what was seen on the 


excursions to centers in which they 


were working. 
Some of the lectures gave the 


sociological and psychological basis 
for their work—how they came to 
undertake it and what determined 
the content of their work and their 


methods of research. Others de- 


scribed their work in health educa- . 


tion and service, (10,000 vaccina- 
tions were given in Tinghsien 
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during the month of the confer- 
ence), their beginnings at reaching 
home life, their use of art as an 
aid to education, their efforts at 
raising the economic status of the 
people and still other lectures were 
concerned with the actual methods 
of organizing and conducting clas- 
ses in mass education. 


No one could listen to these 
lectures without realizing the im- 
portance and dignity of such 
education. It claimed these finely 
trained minds and bound them to 
the movement in an enthusiasm 
of consecration to the cause which, 
as they revealed it to us, was per- 
haps the richest gift of that group 
of secretaries to the conference. 
It would be a strange delegate 
who could go away without a 
quickened enthusiasm for and be- 
lief in the urgency of such work. 
It was one of the youngest dele- 
gates and with the least education 
who said “Why did our church 
send just me to this conference” 
Here are these doctors of philoso- 
phy giving all their strength to 
this work. This is a movement 
which requires the leadership of 
our best trained people if it is to 
succeed.“ 


In the discussion periods the 
delegates could follow up the lec- 
tures with questions and in them 
one could see something of the 
response to the impact of the !ec- 
tures and visits to the various 
schools and centers upon the 
thinking of the delegates. It was 
carefully planned so that delegates 
migbt see as much as possible of 
the work, schools under ordinary 

cofitditions; schools with specially 
— demonstration of meth- 
ods of conducting classes, evening 
street classes taught by lantern 
light, the “model town” in which 
education is compulsory and where 
experiments in self-government 
are being worked out, where there 
is also a folk school for graduates 
of primary schools and a normal 
class for the preparation of teach- 
ers, There were visits to the 


work shops and the health station 
and to the two agricultural centers. 
Manifestly the attempts at raising 
the economic life of the people 
made a profound impression. 
These attempts included the in- 
troduction of better breeds of pigs 
and chickens, introduction of 
goats, information about how to 
get rid of certain pests, seed selec- 
tion, experimentation resulting in 
distribution of better varieties of 
seed, care of fruit trees, promoting 
irrigation and the introduction of 
an improved water wheel. 


Probably one secret of the en- 
thusiasm inspired was the imitable 
character of the work. Trained 
minds and thousands of dollars 
hundred of thousands—are being 
viven to research and study of the 
best methods for mass education, 
but the extension work is carried 
on in the simplest way calling for 
no great expenditures and making 
use of the humblest agents. There 
is, however, a dead earnestness 
about putting the thing across 
whether it be a new character, 2 
better breed of chicken or small- 
pox vaccination, that does some 
way get the thing done. But with 
the results of their studies of meth- 
ods and means and the same 
consecration to the task the ex- 
tension work might well be carried 
on in many another “hsien.” 


There was so much to learn and 
to admire that at first the discus- 
sions did not seem to reveal any 
consciousness of the absence in all 
this movement of any direct re- 
ligious emphasis. One does not 
want to be misunderstood in this, 


for the spirit of Christ is manifest 


in the whole movement, but in 
it all there is no direct attempt 
to meet the religious needs of 
the people. However, in the last 
three days of the Institute the 
delegates did come to grips with 
the problem of how the Church in 
taking up tkis mass education 
could add to it the positive Chris- 
tian message which is the Church’s 
gift to man’s deepest need. 


Their recommendations to the 
churches and a detailed account of 
the lectures and discussions of the 
conference are available“ and well 
worth study for in an unusual de- 
cree it was a conference, the re- 
port of which, can be exceedingly 
helpful to those not in attendance. 
To those who were there it will 
long be an inspiration and chal- 
lenge to finer efforts for the educa- 
tion of adults. 

M. A. F. 


FINDINGS OF THE NATIONAL 


LITERACY INSTITUTE 
(Tinghsien, Hopei, April 24 to May 
10, 1930.) 


(Tranelation of a Summary from the 


Chincee Report) 


Topic: The Literacy Movement 
should be guided by some de- 
finite objectives. 


After discussion, it was voted to 
recommend the following three ob- 
jectives to the Nationa) Christian 
Council for adoption: 


1. To hasten the realization of 


the objectives of the Five Year 
Movement. 


2. To enable every Church 
member within a shortest period to 
become literate and to read the 
Bible so as to secure the abundant 
life given by Christ. 


3. To utilize this work for the 
reconstruction of society and sal- 
vation of our fellow-countrymen. 


Topic: How to extend the Liter- 


ac Movement to all the churches. 


The following resolutions con- 
cerning organization were adopted: 


1. That at least one person be 
appointed to be responsible for 
the promotion of literacy work in 
each diocese, conference, associa- 
tion, synod, district or similar 
larger areal grouping within the 


The Report of the Institute is being 
prepared for publication in English and 
Chinese by the N.C.C. 
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Church or denomination. When 
possible cooperation may be secur- 
ed from other church or denomina- 
tional bodies for organizing into a 
larger responsible body for the 
region. 

2. That the promotion of lite- 
racy work be included in all 
departments of the Church, such 
as evangelistic, educational and 
medical. 


3. That other points in organ- 
ization be considered in light of 
special circumstances prevailing 
in the locality. 


The following recommendations 
were adopted concerning methods: 


A. Internally: 


1. That literacy work be pro- 
moted with all positive means in 
connection with the inquirers’ 
class. 


2. That in every Sunday School 
a literacy class be opened for the 
illiterate students. 


3. That every member of a 
Christian home be given oppor- 
tunities to become literate. 


4. That Bible classes for chil- 
dren be formed by churches. 


5. That the acceptance into the 
Church membership of a person 
below 40 be conditioned upon his 
graduation from a “Thousand 
Character” class or its equivalent 
as the lowest requirement. 


6. That an investigation into 
the percentage of illiteracy among 
Church members be conducted to 
precede the organization of liter- 
acy classes by churches. 


B. Externally: 
1. That a Mass Education 


School or a literacy class be es- 
tablished by each Church. 


2. That a Mass Education 
School be established alongside 
with the Christian primary school. 


3. That literacy classes be es- 
tablished for the illiterate em- 
ployes and patients in all Christian 
hospitals. 


4. That contacts with outside 


parties be made by the churches 
to facilitate the furtherance of the 
literacy movement. 


Topic: Religious Reading Matter 
suitable to the common people. 


Out of a thousand pieces of ex- 
isting Christian literature, some 17 
publications were selected as fair- 
ly satisfactory for the “Thousand 
Character” literates: their titles 
appear in the Chinese Report. 


Topic: The need for simple Chris- 
tian Literature other than the 
above-mentioned. 


After deliberations, the follow- 
ing principle was decided upon: 


“To provide different reading 
materials to meet the needs of dif- 
ferent classes of people.” 


1. Materials for the illiterate 
beginners in the Bible Class: A 
simple and plain religious text 
suitable to their grade should be 
specially prepared and the methods 
of teaching should also be pro- 
vided for the teachers. 


2. Materials for the 
Bible Students: , 


A book of biographies of fa- 
mous personages in the Church 
suitable to them should be pre- 
pared for their reading. 


3. Materials intended for grad- 
uates in advanced “1000 Charac- 
ter” class. Within their vocabu- 
lary, a series of interesting Bible 
stories should be prepared for 
their reading. 


4. Materials intended for grad- 
uates in advanced “100 Charac- 
ter” class. Within their vocabu- 
lary, a special religious book with 
such contents as “Jesus and Social 
Reconstruction” should be pre- 
pared for them. 


5. Materials for the Sunday 
Schools: 


It was proposed to ask Dr. R. J. 
McMullen to give his Sunday 
School materials for publication in 
an early date for the benefit of 


Higher 


other churches: also to ask the 
Sunday School Union to prepare a 
book on the Words and Deeds of 
Jesus Christ suitable to children 
and another suitable to adults. 
This material should be sufficient 
for use in six months. Other de- 
tails in this connection not pro- 
vided here should be referred to a 
sub-Committee for action the 
members of which be nominated 
by Messrs. Chang Fu-liang and 
Hugh W. Hubbard, secretaries of 
the National Christian Council. 
The sub-Committee may be com- 
posed of one or two delegates from 
each denomination. 


Topic: Is organization needed for 
the promotion of the Christian 
Literacy Movement? 


After discussion it was ayreed 
that such are organization is need- 
ed and that the National Christian 
Council be requested to effect its 
provision. 


Sub-Committee en Christian Literature 


Members: Miss Li Kuan-fang. 
(chairman), Rev. Chu Chen- 
sheng, (secretary) Miss Ho 
Yao-kun, Miss Chow Shu-tun. 
Mr. Liu Yi-hsin, Mr. Shen Tso- 
ting, Dr. Carleton Lacy, Mr. 
Yang Teh-chuan and Rev. Hugh 
W. Hubbard and Mr. Chang Fu- 
liang. 


(The names mentioned above 
were approved by the Institute to 
form the Sub-committee. Immedi- 
ately after the closing of the Insti- 
tute three days (May 11-12) wr e 
spent by the Sub-committee on 
Chistian Literature in connection 
with literacy work.) | 


1. Principles governing author- 
ship: 


1. Thinking: The thinking 
should be connected from begin- 
ning to end of the book. The life 
of the*farmers should be made the 
nucleus and starting point of the 
book gradually expanded to its re- 
moter aspects. 


| 
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2. Material: | 


a. Stories in old Chinese culture 
that are in keeping with 
Christian thought may be 
adopted as far as possible. 


b. Stories and ballads releten 
and repeated by peopie may 
be used as far as is advivable. 


c. The book should have picture 


illustrations in order to hold 
the readers’ interest. 


3. Style: 
a. The vernacular style under- 
standable to the common 


people should be used. 


b. Quotations and newly coined 
words should be avoided as 
far as possible. 


e. The type should be 
enough. 


4. Form: Similar to the publica- 
tions issued by National Associa- 
tion of Mass Education Movement. 


5. Writers: 


a. Must be thoroughly conver- 
sant with the living condi- 
tions of the farmers. 


b. Best if they could go to the 
very midst of the farmers and 


live with them in the same 
environment. 


large 


c. Works done by rural workers 
should be encouraged. 


d. Rural pastors and other 
workers in the Church may 
constantly relate their ex- 

periences to those responsible 

for literary work. 


6. Price: It must be fixed at as 
A low rate as possible so that the 


common people may be able to 
purchase. 


II. Materials intended for the 
eee beginners in the Bible 
class: 


1. Religious 
Textbooks: 


a. From: following that of the 


1000 Character 


1000 Character Textbooks for 


farmers. 


b. Contents: Religious material 
besides common sense. 


c. Use of Words: common 
words occurred in the “1000 
Character” textbooks publish- 
ed by the National Associa- 
tion of the Mass Education 
Movement, the National 
Committee M. C. A., the 
Commercial Press, etc. to com- 


pose the religious 1000 Char- 


acter textbooks for begin- 
ners. In addition to the above, 
others may be added for 
advanced students, 


d. Material: Interesting stories 
from the Bible which have 
vital interest and connection 
with the life of the common 
people of the present day may 
be used. 


Religious 
Readers: 


a. Use of words: words contain- 
ed in the Farmer’s 1000 
Character Textbooks. 


b. Contents: To use the ideas in 


to 


Supplementary 


the Farmer’s 1000 Character 


textbooks to express religious 
spirit. 

c. Methods of Application: First 
the teacher may use it as the 
material for teaching re- 
ligion, then pass on to the 
students as self-study mate- 
rial. 

d. Compiler—Miss Ho Yao-kun. 


III. Material for graduates of 
elementary and advanced 1000 
Character texts. 


1. Religious Bocklets for the 
Common People: 


a. Form: following that of 
Common People's publica- 
tions, issued by the Mass 


Education Association, in- 
expensive in price and simple 
in style. 


b. Material: Interesting stories 


extracted from the Bible. 


2. Pamphlets on Stories about 
Jesus: 


a. Form: same as that of Re- 
ligious Booklets for the Com- 
mon People. | 


b. Material: Extracts from the 
Four Gospels on the words 
and deeds of Jesus, un- 
familiar words should be 

replaced by common words 

from the 1000 Character, list 
as far as possible. Notes 
should be made on special 
terms. 


3. Church History Pamphlet: 
A book of biographical sketches of 
famous personages in the Christian 
Church should be compiled within 
the vocabulary of 1000 Character 
Textbooks. 


IV. Materials for Sunday School 
Classes 

1. Sunday School Texts with 

illustrations for adults, based on 

1000 Character list, should be com- 


piled. 


2. Rev. R. J. McMullen be 
asked to be responsible for the 
compilation of this kind of teach- 
ing material. 


3. The Sunday School ‘Union 
be asked to compile teaching ma- 
terial suitable to the children who 
have had no chance to go to school, 
similar to 1000 Character list in 
vocabulary and chiefly containing 
the words and deeds of Jesus. 

V. Religious Materials: 


1. Book for Individual Devo- 
tion: 
Contents: 


a. One 
Lesson 


b. Simple notes of explanation. 


c. Short Prayers (the prayers 
should be d from the 
backround of the. farmers, 
better still if they could first 
be written by the farmers 
themselves to be revised). 


verse of Scripture 


d. If possible, a picture, prov- 


erbs, simple poems and songs 
may be added. 


e. One booklet for each month, 
12 booklets constitute one big 


volume, each on a different 


subject. 


— 
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f. On special festival occasions, 
such booklet may be longer 
than usual. 


2. Hymns and Songs for the 
Common People. 


8. Advanced 1000 Character 
Religious Materials (for graduates 
of the elementary class). 


a. According to the Form of 
1000 Character Textbooks, 
religious education should be 
the contents of these volumes. 


b. Four volumes in all, each 
containing twenty-four les- 
sons, sufficient for four 
months. 


c. The meaning of each lesson 
should be illustrated by pic- 
tures. 


d. All new words should be 
written in bigger type in 
lower page. 


e. The maximum vocabulary 
should not exceed 600 new 
words in addition to the 1000 
Characters. 


f. The new words in each lesson 
should not exceed eight. 


g. In choosing the new words, 
those which occurred above 
five times in the Four 
Gospels, not in the . List, 
should be selected, so that 
after finishing the textbooks, 
the students may be able to 
read the Four Gospels and 
Acts without much difficulty. 


h. The centents of each lesson 
should not be limited to the 
main ideas of the Gospels, 
but due emphasis should be 
given to the daily living and 
experience of the farmers, to 
be permeated with Christian 
truth. 


i: Books on Methods of Tea- 
ching should be prepared for 
the teachers. 


j. Each new word should be 
mark with phonetic signs. 


4. Materials which should be 
prepared for non-Christians. Post- 
ers with colors now in existence 
should be altered to suit the 
reading of graduates of 1000 
Character list. | 


VI. Common Sense on Agricul- 
ture jor the Common People.— 
This to be referred to the Col- 
lege of Agriculture and Fores- 
try of the University of Nan- 
king for action. 


VII. Periodicals for the Farmers: 
1. Material: 


a. Such material as will meet 
the various needs of the 
farmers and Christians in 
the rural districts. 


b. The father, mother, son and 
daughter; in view of their 
different positions in the 
family, should each to sup- 
plied with a different kind 
of materials to meet their 
specific needs. 


2. Form: 

Bi-weekly. 

Use No. 4 type. 
Picture illustrations. 


Each periodical not to exceed 
10,000 words. 


e. Moderate in Price. 


3. Procedure in the Publication: 
The matter be left entirely in 
the hands of the Literature 
Committee of the National 
Christian Council. 


EVANGELISM: RETREAT 


An enlarged three-day retreat 
conference of the Committee on 
Ratreat and Evangelism of the 
National Christian Council was 
held on June 10-12 inclusive in 
the Baptist Church at Soochow. 
This is the first gathering of sig- 
nificance since its formation. It 
was attended by representatives 
of eight church bodies and one na- 
tional organization, all of high 


calibre and deep religious experi- 


— 


ence and a fine spirit of devotion 
and coordination breathed from 
the beginning to end through the 
conference. Spiritual revival 
among individual Christians and 
the church as a body was stressed 
and definite plans were outlined 
for its future. As evangelism has 
been considered the central em- 
phasis of the Five Year Movement 
ithe importance of the work of this 
committee can hardly be over- 
e timated and the results of this 
conference, if faithfully followed 
up, will doubtless mean a consider- 
able step in the carrying out of 
the forward movement of inten- 
sive and extensive evangelism. 


Members present at the retreat 
were: Dr. T. C. Bau of the Baptist 
Church at Hangchow, Rev. Hsia 
Kuang-hsin of the United Chr- 
istian Church at Nanking, Rev. 
H. C. Jett of the Methodist Church 
at Yungchun, Rev. S. H. Yu of the 
Church of Christ, Rev. Hsu Fang- 
chen of the Swedish Mission, 
Bishop Logan H. Roots of the 
American Church Mission, Rev. 
Chu Hsin-sheng, Rev. Ting Yu- 
ming and Miss Katherine Vance 
of the National Committee Y.W. 
C.A. as members of the Committee; 
Rey Chang Tsu-shen, Rev. Yu 
Chih-chai, Rev. Chu Chien-ching, 
Rev. Sheng Pei-chih and Miss 
Katherine Green by invitation; 
and Messrs L. D. Cio, F. L. Chang, 
T. H. Sun and Miss T. C. Kuan of 
the N. C. C. staff. Dr. P. F. Price of 
Nanking Theological Seminary was 
present on the third day and led 
the closing service of the retreat. 


The preliminary session was 
held at 8:30 p.m. June 9th at 
which Dr. T. C. Bau led the open- 
ing service, stressing the motive 
and purpose of the enlarged re- 
treat. A reception to the delegates’ 
followed when Rev. Chu Chien- 
ching, representing the Christian 
Church in Soochow, gave his com- 
plimentary remarks of welcome to 
the delegates. Rev. Yu Shu-hsun 
acted as the spokesman of the del-. 
egation and delivered his word of 
thanks. 


| 
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Each day of the conference 
opened with a devotional. period of 
one hour led by Bishop Logan H. 
Roots which was of great inspira- 
tion to every member present. He 
was able to bind together the 
heart and soul of every attendant 
by dwelling upon the significance 
of “spiritual fellowship” on the 
first morning of the retreat. On 
the second morning he gave an 
analysis of spiritual revival ot 
individual Christians as beine a 
sincere confession of one’s sins to 
God and to one another. Christians 
organizations, he observed, should 
be mutually helpful in the common 
task and constantly strive in coop 
eration and coordination for the 
perfection of that task. On the 
third morning he returned to 
“spiritual fellowship” as the most 
significant result of the presence 
of God with the retreat. The har- 
monious effect of the melody of his 
speeches was wonderfully felt by 
all who attended the conference. 


The hour of devotion each day 
set the delegates to an open-ming— 
ed exchange of experiences and 
opinions on various important 
topics. Rev. Yu Shu-hsun introd- 
uced the topic of discussion for the 
first day on “Spiritual ta, 
Individual Christians.’ 
result of the discussion, it was 
agreed that the spiritual revival of 
individual Christians should aim 
at the copying of Christ and the 
cultivation of a personality like 
His. The process of this should 
consist of six steps, namely, re- 
pentance which marks one’s de- 
parture from the sinful life and the 
embarkment of a new life; living 
up to the new life given by Christ; 
reading the Holy Scripture and 
acting upon its instructions, con- 
stant communion with God 
through prayers, testimony and 
stewardship. Two principles gov- 
erning the spiritual revival of in- 
dividual Christians were agreed 
upon namely, a more intimate ac- 
guaintance with Christ and a 
deeper spiritual fellowship among 
The concrete 
methods of bringing about the 


school, 


— 


spiritual revival were also con- 
sidered. The holding of retreat- 
conferences for Christian leaders, 
the provision of suitable reading 
material, visitation evangelism, 
Bible study and literacy were some 
uf the methods being emphasized. 


Rev. Chu Hsin-sheng introduced 
the topic for discussion for the 
second day on “Spiritual Revival 
of Christian churches.” In the 
deliberations on this topic, four 
points of special emphasis were 
decided upon, such as the promo- 
tion of religious life, the enforce- 
ment of religious eddcation, 
Christian service, relations of the 
F. V. X. organizations with the local 
churches. In respect of the first 
point, the spirit of . fellowship 
among feilow-workers, leaders and 
laymen was stressed. The name 
of Jesus Christ must be exalted. 
Such measures as the literacy 
movement, Bible study, 


ciety, 


education in Christian 
special worship for child- 
ren were among those outlined as 
ways and means for the enforce- 
ment of religious education. In- 
ternally Christian service consist 
of training Christians, visiting 
(‘hristian homes, and stewardship. 
Externally it includes evangelism, 
mass education, and benevolent 
activities. In respect of the fourth 
point, it was felt that local 
churches should consider the Five 
Year Movement as a vital part of 
their work. 


Dr. T. C. Bau introduced the 
topic for discussion on the third 
day on “Extensive Evangelism.” 
In order to aecompligh this, it was 
thought necessary that each Chris- 
tian should be properly trained to 
become an active participant in the 
movement, that materials on evan- 
gelism should be suitable to dif- 
ferent classes of people, such as the 
farmers, people in the city, 
students, women and children and 
that the home should be the start- 
ing point, extending therefrom in 
volume to the remotest limit. 


Sunday 
Christian Endeavor So- 


— 
— 


The following recommendations 
were adopted at the conference: 


1. That an Evangelist Train- 
ing Institute be organized, its per- 
sonnel and organization to be 
referred to the Committee; 


2. That special literature suit- 
able to the rural evangelists be 
prepared for the Spring Week of 
Evangelism, the outline to be pub- 
lished in the Bulletin; 


3. That a Handbook on the 
Five Year Movement be published 
before Christmas; 


4. That Messrs. Yu Shu-hsun, 
Wei Shao-tseng, and H. C. Tung 
be appointed to coopt other Chris- 
tian leaders to organize the Com- 
mittee on the selection of suitable 
literature for evangelism and that 
the N.C.C. be requested to pay 
attention to the recommendation 
of such evangelistic literature; 


5. That Evangelistic Slogans 
be solicited through the Chinese 
Bulletin; 


6. That the Executive Com- 
mittee be requested to consider the 
call for a new secretary to be 
responsible for evangelistic work. 


7. That the N.C.C. be request- 
ed to approach the Church of 
Christ in China that Dr. Kagawa 
of Japan be invited to lead a 
retreat of this Committee for two 
or three days after he has attended 
their General Assembly; 


8. That the request for aid to 


the North Fukien Christian Union 
be granted. 


9. That Messrs. Yu Chih-chai, 
Yu Shu-hsun and T. H. Sun be 


appointed minute secretaries of 
this retreat. 


10. That letters of thanks be 
written to the Baptist Church in 
Soochow and Y.M.C.A. for their 
hospitality after the adjournment 
of the retreat; 


11. That the date for the next 
meeting of this Committee be set 
sometime a week after Christmas 
at Shanghai. 


. 
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The conference closed with an 


encouraging speech delivered by 
Dr. P. F. Price at 7:30 on June 
12th in the course of which he 
dwelt on the Lord's Three Great 
Commissions to the Apostle Peter: 


(1). His commission as a fisher 
of men—a winner of souls; (2) 
the strengthening of those who 
are weak, and bringing back those 
who have gone astray; and (3) 
the constant toning up of the life 
of the church. 


— 


‘VISIT OF DR. BUTTERFIELD 


We are glad to announce that 
we have heard from the Interna- 
tional Missionary Council that Dr. 
Butterfield is coming to China this 
November to help our rural work. 
His visit will cover six months, 
studying different pieces of Chr- 
istian rural work and helping 
Christian workers to evolve a com- 
prehensive and constructive pro- 


gram for China's vast rural areas. 


The N.C.C. is entrusted with the 
plans and arrangements for his 
visit to the different parts of 
China. Suggestions are welcome 


as to how we can make Dr. Butter- 


field’s visit most profitable for our 
Christian rural work. 


The following is a part of a 
statement sent from the Interna- 
tional Missionary Council for the 
information of all the missionary 
boards, which are of interest to all 
our Christian workers. 


“Dr. Kenyon L. Butterfield is 
serving as a Counsellor on Rural 
Missions under the International 
Missionary Council. He is spend- 
ing this year in India, and most 
encouraging reports are being re- 
ceived from the missionaries in 
that country of hie helpfulness. A 
full written report from him of his 
observations of missionary work 
in India with recommendations 
may be expected in due time. He 
expects to return to America early 
in September and during a period 


of three or four weeks he will 


make some personal reports to 


missionary boards and to groups 
of their representatives while at 
the same time he will make his 
necessary preparations for a visit 
to the Far East. 


“The tentative program for this 


Far Eastern visit is outlined as 


follows :— 


About Nov. 1. Arrive in Japan. Brief 
conferences with the National Chris- 
tian Council committees to review 
their studies in relation to missions 
in rural areas, and to make plans 
for his visit in 1931. 


Nov. 5-10. Brief végits in Korea, to note 
early results of Dr. Brunner’s sur- 
vey, and to help missions in advan- 
cing their plans for work among 


country people. 


Nov. 11-12 Moukden, for conference 
with missionaries in Manchuria. 


Nov. 13-23. Tientsi. Peiping, and Pao- 
ting with conferences regarding 
adult education movements under 
direction of Mr. Hugh Hubbard and 
Dr. Yen. 


Nov. 25—Dec. 25. Tsinan, Nanking, 
Shanghai, Preliminary studies and 
conferences with all groups regard- 
ing work for rural people. 


Jan. 1-31. Philippine Islands. 


Feb. 1-20. Canton and South China 
ports. 


Feb. 21-Apr. 20. Central and North 
China. 


May, June, July. Japan. 


In general the purposes of his 
visit may be described as follows:- 
to study the need of the tural 
communities from the Christian 
point of view; to study and eval- 
uate the most successful pieces of 
rural missionary work; and to help 
the Christian workers to evolve a 
comprehensive and _ constructive 
program for the rural areas. 


Pr. Butterfield is well known 
as one of the foremost leaders in 
the field of rurallife. For twenty- 
four years he was president of the 
Massachusetts and Michigan State 
Colleges of Agriculture. He was 


a member of President Roosevelt’s 
Commission on Country Life. He 
is very deeply interested in foreign 
missions, and for many years he 
has been a Vice-President of the 
American Board of Commission- 
ers for Foreign Missions. He was 
a member of the Educational Com- 
mission to China. He attended the 
Jerusalem Meeting. During 1928- 
29, he went on a special mission to 
South Africa. He is now a volun- 
teer missionary, devoting in the 
first place, these two years to give 
expert assistance to the missions 
in India and the Far East.“ 


*THE NATIONAL CHRISTIAN 
COUNCIL OF JAPAN 


WILLIAM AXLING 


The major matters on the pre- 
sent program of the Council are 
related to issues of far-reaching 
import. 


In the Evangelistic Field: 


The Council is doing all in its 
power to further the work of the 
Kingdom of God Campaign. Its 
two secretaries are both the 
Executive Secretaries of the Cen- 
tral Committee of that Movement 
and the entire staff is rendering 
every service possible. 


Although it is only two months 
and a half since the Campaign 
was launched the following signi- 
ficant progress has been made:— 


1. Sixty District Committees 
have been set up throughout the 
Empire and are aggressively plan- 
ning for campaigns in their local 
areas. 


2. Initial meetings for mo 
bolizing the Christians and to 
challenge the people at large have 
been held in twenty cities and 
centers. 


8. The Campaign Message to 
the nation has been broadcast 
through the daily press. 


Written for “Japan Christian Quar- 
terly. 
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4. A Campaign Weekly has 
been launched and 20,000 copies 
are being published every week. 


5. Posters for local campaigns 
have been printed and literature 
for follow-up work with Inquirers 
and for the training of Christians 
is being prepared. 


6. At the request of the Cen- 
tral Committee both Bible 
Societies have issued a Special 
Campaign Edition of the New 
Testament which is selling at ten 
sen a copy. 


7. In order to interrelate all 
evangelistic effort, the Council's 
Commission on Evangelism is 
making a study of all the denom- 
inational plans for special 
evangelistic campaigns and is 
endeavoring to link them up and 
interrelate them with the plans 
and policies of the Kingdom of 
God Campaign. 


In the Educational Field: 


The Commission on Education 
is concentrating its work along 
the following lines: — 


1. It has again petitioned the 
Department of Education request- 
ing that private schools be given 
full freedom to provide religious 
education for the students under 
their care. 


2. It has also petitioned the 
Treasury Department and the 
Educational Department of the 
Government asking that taxes be 
remitted on private schools which 
have met the Government regula- 
tions and have been granted official 


recognition. 


3. In cooperation with the 
Executive Committee of the Na- 
tional Christian Educational Asso- 
ciation, the Commission is taking 
steps to make a preliminary 
survey preparatory to the coming 
of an International Educational 
Commission to study the Christian 
Higher Educational Institutions 
in Japan, and suggest plans for 
their closer correlation and in- 


creased efficiency. 


In the Field of Social Welfare: 


The Council’s Commission on 
Social Welfare is devoting all its 
efforts in making a preliminary 
survey of the rural field in prep- 
aration for the proposed visit of 
Dr. Butterfield this coming 
Autumn. Dr. Butterfield was one 
of the specialists in attendance at 
the Jerusalem Conference and is 
an outstanding authority on the 
rural problem and rural surveys. 


The preliminary survey will 
cover the following matters: 


(a) Population of the Rural 
Area. 


Characteristics of the Rural 
Peoples. 


Rural Economic Conditions. 
(d) Rural Health Conditions. 


(e) Rural Educational Condi- 
tions. 


(f) Rural Religious Conditions., 


(zg) Rural Political and Thought 
Life. 


(h) Rural Social Problems. 


(i) Rural Morals and Recre- 
ation. 


A survey will also be made of 
the present Christian activity in 
the rural area and of some model 
villages. 


The Question 
Shrines: 


The fact that the Government 
has appointed a special commis- 
sion to make a study of this 
question with a view to defining 
more clearly the Government's 
attitude and policy regarding 
so-called cult Shintoism and be- 
cause the prefectural authorities 
of Shiga Prefecture recently con- 
structed Shinto god shelves and 
distributed them among all the 
public schools and village offices 
of the Province, with the request 
that they be installed and used, 
the Council’s Special Commmittee 
on Shinto Shrines is making a 
study of this whole question with 


(b) 


(c) 


of the Shinto 


Conference 


a view to determing the attitude 
which Christians should take and 
possibly issue a public statement. 


The Chairman of this Special 
Gommittee, Mr. D. Tagawa, M. P., 
and General Secretary Ebisawa 
have been asked to interview the 
Minister of Home Affairs under 
whose jurisdication the so-called 
cult-shrines are, and lay before 
him the Christian attitude regard- 
ing this perplexing problem. 


It is significant that the Shinshu 
sect of Buddhism has launched an 
aggressive campaign of opposi- 
tion against this action of the. 
Shiga Prefectural authorities. It 
is also carrying on a campaign of 
agitation and education regarding 
this whole question of Govern- 
ment sponsored and supported 
Shinto Shrines, with a view. to 
getting a reversal of the present 
governmental attitude. 


Christian Literature: 


Recently the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Council called 
together representatives of the 
various Christian organizations in 
the Tokyo area engaged in the 
production and circulation of 
Christian literature. Twenty rep-. 
resentatives from fourteen differ+ 
ent organizations met and dis- 
cussed ways and means of greater 
correlation in this field of Christian 
activity. 


The London Naval Conference: 


In response to a cable request 
from the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America 
and the Christian forces of Great 
Britain, the Council sent out a 
call to all the Churches of Japan 
to join the Christians of the United 
States and Great Britain in setting 
aside January 19th as a day of 
special prayer for the London 
on Disarmament. 
Another meeting was also held 
for this purpose on Mareh Ist, 
simultaneously with the special 
meeting for intercession held on 
that day in Westminster Abbey, 
London. 
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Christians in Parliament: 
The Japanese Lower House has 
membership of 466. In the 
recent Gener! Election the follow- 
ing Christians were elected and 
will be members of the new Diet 
when it convenes in April: 


Messrs. H. Nagao, D. Tagawa, 
T. Matsuyama, J. Hoshijima, M. 
Ota, T. Maeda, K. Koya, S. Nishio, 
T. Katayama, R. Nagai, I. Oyama, 
T. Miura, T. Sakurauchi, K. Koike, 
V. Furuya, K. Sugiyama, G. 
Yamamasu I. Hatoyama, B. 
Miyake, H. Asawaka, K. Bando, 
K. Nishimura, Y. Ozaki, S. Noda, 
I. Yamazaki and J. Kosaka. 


Some of these are not now ac- 
tively affiliated with the Church 
but their personalities have been 
thrown in the Christian mould and 
their point of view is permeated 
with Christian ideas. and ideals. 
On the other hand, in this list are 
some of the outstanding leaders of 
leaders of the Christian Church. 


Messrs. Nagao and Tagawa 
have been most active in the work 
of the Christian Council ever 
since its organization. Mr. 
Tagawa has, for a number of 
years, been Chairman of the 
Council's Educational Commis- 
sion and has rendered a great 
contfibution to this work in this 
field. Mr. Nagao is keenly inter- 
ested in church union and is 
Chairman of the Council's stand- 
ing committee on Promoting 
Church Union. 


They were both elected as dele- 
gates to the Jerusalem Conference 
and accepted the election but un- 
foreseen circumstances prevented 
their going. They are both much 
in demand as speakers in special 
Christian meetings and move- 
ments. 


EXECUTIVE (ADMINISTRATIVE) 
-COMITTEE MEETING 
March 25—27, 1930 


The semi-annual meeting of the 
Administrative Committee of the 


N. C. C. was held at Shanghai in the 


— — 


Committee room of the Missions 
Building with fifteen members in 
attendance. Confusion having 
arisen over the English title of 
the Committee, it was voted that 
the larger group of thirty should 
be called the Executive Committee 
and the small local group meeting 
advisorily each month should be 
termed the Ad Interim Committee. 
The names of these Committees in 
the Chinese official constitution re- 
main unchanged. In the account 
of the meeting which follows, the 
term Executive Committee will be 
used to refer to this meeting whose 
sessions are being reported. At- 
tending in addition to the fifteen 
members of the Committee pre- 
sent were eight secretaries of the 
Council and three who have been 
invited to join its staff, together 
with Dr. T. C. Fan of the Church 
of Christ in China. 


New Members 


Vacancies created by the re- 
signation of Dr. Lyon and the 
election of a representative on the 
Council displacing Dr. Miner led 
to the election of Mr. W. W. Lock- 
wood of the National Committee 
of the Y. M. C. A. in place of Dr. 
Lyon and Dr. J. C. Hawk of the 
Southern Methodist Church in 
place of Dr. Miner. Both of 
these were elected members of the 
Ad Interim Committee as well. 


Constitution Adopted 


Official communication from 
constituent Churches and organiza- 
tions showed that the fol- 
lowing have now approved the 
constitution approved at Hang- 
chow. (1) Chung Chen Hwei 
(Churches connected with Basel 
Mission) (2) North China Kung 
Li Hwei (3) Chien Li Hwei 
(Southern Methodists) (4) Mei I 
Hwei (Methodist Episcopal) (5) 
Hsin Tao Hwei in Hunan (this 
Church suggests amendment of 
position for coopt representatives) 
(6) National Committee for 
V. M. C. A.'s in China (7) China 
Christian Educational Association 
(Note: In addition to the above 
the following Churches have now 


ATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL 17 


approved the constitution: (8) 


Chung Hwa Chi Tuh Chiao Hwei 


(Church of Christ in China) (9) 
Nan Chin Hsin Chwan Tao Hwei 
(Southern Baptist Churches in 
Central China) (10) Chin Li Hwei 
(Nothern Baptists in East, South 
and West China) (11) Pei Hsin 
Tao Hwei (Covenant) and (12) 
Chi Tuh Hwei (Christian). The 
latest reported membership of 
these Churches exceed 212,000 and 
according to article 33 the con- 
stitution now becomes effective. 
A corrected list of the officially 
appointed representatives and al- 
ternates will appear in the next 


issue. 
Staff Changes 


The resignation of Rev. K. T. 
Chung as secretary after seven 
years of devoted service was 
accepted with deep regret and a 
resolution of appreciation was 
adopted. The acceptance by Rev. 
Ronald D. Rees of the Wesleyan 
Methodist Missionary Society, now 
a professor at Lingnan Univer- 
sity, of a call to become the British 
secretary to the Council was noted 
to take effect from June for a 
period of three years. Mr. Rees 
was present at the mecting. A 
call was extended to Prof. J. B. 
Tayler of Yenching University rep- 
resenting the London Mission to 
serve as Secretary of the Com- 
mittee on Christianizing Economic 
Relations for a period of from one 
to three vears. Professor Tayler 
was also present. 

The following significant actions 
with reference to the work of the 
following Committees of the Coun- 
cil were approved: 


Evangelism and Retreats 


That the Committee on Retreats 
and Evangelism be reorganized 
as follows:— 


1. That each member church 
(or other organization) of the 
H. C. C. be asked to appoint per- 
sons whom it has charged with 
responsibility for evangelism in 
connection with the Five Year 
Movement to be members of the 
N. C. C. Committee on Retreats 
and Evangelism. 
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2. That a list of the members 
of the present N. C. C. Committee 
on Retreats and Evangelism be 
enclosed in the letter communica- 

ting this request. 


3. That the present Committee 
continue to function until the new 
members are appointed. 


4. That N. C. C. members 
having five or less representatives 
be asked to appoint one person to 
the Committee; that those mem- 
bers having six or more repre- 
sentatives on the N. C. C. be asked 


to appoint two persons to the 
Committee. 


5. That the Committee meet 
at least twice a year and that the 
meeting in May or June be con- 
vened for three full days. 


Voted to adopt recommendations 
as follows: 


1. That the work of the Com- 
mittee as outlined in its report be 
approved in general and that the 
Committee be requested to speedily 
carry out the suggested lines of 
work contained in the report. 


2. That the securing of the 
services of Dr. Kagawa for the 
spring of 1931. or some other suit- 
able time to help in the Five Year 
Movement be approved, and that 
the Committee, in consultation 
with the Staff, should make pre- 
liminary inquiries as to the pos- 
sibilities of Dr. Kagawa’s coming 
and make plans about his work in 
China accordingly. 


3. That pending the securing 
of additional Secretaries of the 
Council or specially allocated 
secretaries on the Five Year 
Movement the work of the Com- 
mittee on Retreat and Evangelism 


he temporarily assigned to Mr. L. 
D. Cio. 


4. That in order to celebrate 
the nineteen hundredth anniver- 
sary of the Pa:sicn end Resur- 
rection of Christ zd o the com- 
ing of the Hol Spirit at Pentecost, 
we recommend. 


a. To ask all churchcs to com- 
memorate this special eason by 
holding special services, 


b. To ask all churches to hold 
retreats before the Day of Pen- 
tecost (June 8) emphasizing pray- 
er, Bible study and waiting for 
the coming of the Holy Spirit, and 
making study of plans and pro- 
cedure of evangelism. 


c. To ask all churches to con- 
duct extensive evangelistic work 
for at least one week after Pen- 
tecost (June 8). 


d. To ask the secretaries to 
send out letters to the churches 
and to prepare suitable material 
for such retreats and evangelism. 


Youth 


Voted that work for young 
people be specially emphasized as 
one of the important works of the 
Church and that the N. C. C. be 
requested, in consultation with 
the International Missionary Coun- 
cil and the church federations in 
Europe and America, to formulate 
definite plans for the guidance of 
the Chinese students in those 
countries in the hope that each 
one of them may benefit from 
such help and guidance and thus 
obtain a proper understanding of 
Christianity. 


In order to carry out this 
recommendation, the Committee 
further suggests the following 
concrete methods: 


1. When considerable number 
of students leave China at the 
same time, an experienced and 
well-informed worker should be 
sent to travel with them, seeking 
everv opportunity to serve them 
and bring home to them the spirit 
of Christian service. 


2. In addition to the Farewell 
and Recebtion meetings given to 
such students by the Y.M.C.A.’s 
and other Christian organizations, 
in those countries, the Church 
should endeavor to make inves- 
tigations of the conditions of the 
institutions the students are going 
to enter with a view to intro- 


ducing them to the professors or 


other people who later may help 
them from time to time, 


3. The Church should try to 
introduce the students to local 
Church workers or missionaries 
on furlough who happened’ to 
reside in the same places and ask 
them to help the students solve 
their difficulties. 


4. Local Church authorities 
should be asked to see that these 
students are invited to various 
religious and social gatherings 
during their holidays and Church 
services on Sundays. 


5. On the return of each 
student to China, the Church. 
should try to give letters of rec- 
ommendation to the pastor or 
Christian leader of the city to 
which he returns, to assure the 
continuation of his friendship 
with the Church. 


6. To request the N. C. 0 in 
cooperation with other organiza- 
tions engaged in the Youth Move- 
ment to establish an agency in 
Shanghai to promote evangelistic 
work among young people. 


7. To request the committee 
on Youth to put particular em- 
phasis on evangelistic work among 
students and to secure the release 
for such work of qualified worker 
for this purpose. 


8. To request the Committee 
on Youth to study and plan for 
work among young people in 
churches both in smaller cities and 
country fields. 


9. To ask Dr. Cheng and Mr. 
Lobenstine to take these questions 
up with the proper authorities in 
England and America so far as 
their cooperation is involved. 


10. To ask Dr. T. Z. Koo while 
in Europe to consult with those 
organizations which have to do 
with rendering aid to Chinese 
students in continental Europe. 


Christian Literature 


Voted that. the N. C. 0. wel- 
comes the proposals of the Com- 
mittee of Reference and Counsel 


and of the Conference of British 


Missionary Societies to send dep- 
utations to China to study the 
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situation in regard to the pro- 
duction and distribution of Chris- 
tian Literature. The N. C. C. is 
prepared to cooperate in setting 
up a commission for the purposes 
of this investigation by appointing 
representatives thereon; and fur- 
ther submits that such a commis- 
sn would most fittingly work 
under the genera! direction of the 
N. C. C. and make report to the 
latter before leaving Chine 


Voted that the Administrative 
Committee having heard proposals 
for the formation of a Christian 
Publishing House for China, views 
these proposals with favor. 


The Administrative Committee 
authorizes Mr. Lobenstine to dis- 
cuss the scheme with any inter- 
ested parties during his forth- 
coming visit to America and Great 
Britain and instructs the Standing 
Committee on Literature, if pos- 
sible before Mr. Lobenstine’s de- 
parture, to formulate the scheme 


| in further detail. 


Religious Edacatioa 


Voted (1) That a Standing 
Committee on religious education 
be formed as promptly as pos- 
sible. That the constituent bodies 
forming the N. C. C. be each asked 
to nominate one or two persons 
to serve on such a Committee, 
and that the Executive Committee 
choose a Committee on religious 
education. composed largely of 
such nominees, making others, 
thus nominated, corresponding 
members of the committee. 


(2) That the N. C. C. express 
to the China Council of the Presby- 
terian Mission North and the 
North China Mission of the same 
Church its appreciation at freeing 
Mr. Henry Welles for three 
months service with the Couneil 
in connection with work on 
religious education. 


13) That the Committee do all 


it can with the help of Mr. Welles 


and Mr. Rees to promote the hold- 
ing of religious educational insti- 
tutes and conferences... 


(4) That the Couneil endeavor 
to arrange to make available for 
wider use new materials for study 
courses in religious education 
worked out by individuals or 
committees which are engaged in 
the preparation of such courses. 


(5) In regard to the survey of 
the present status and needs in 
the field of religious education in 
China which is, proposed by a 
recent Joint Conference of the 
Committee on Religious Educa- 
tion of the Church of Christ in 
China and representatives of the 
Committee on Religious Education 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
in China whose findings have been 
forwarded to us in a letter from 
Dr. Kepler, we recommend: 


(a) That the N. C. C. notes the 
resolutions of those Church Com- 
mittees on religious education, 
one of which is to ask other 
churches to unite with them in the 
request to the N. C. C. to under- 


take responsibility for the pro- 
ject. 


(b) When the action of the 
Joint Conference of these two 
churches is ratified by their 
Executives and a formal request 
is made to the N. C. C., that the 
Standing Committee on Religious 
Education be empowered to act in 
cooperation with the World’s Sun- 
day School Association, and dis- 
cuss with them and others the 
necessary ways and means. 


(c) The main purpose of this 
project shall be to discover how 
the Churches in China may better 
fulfil their teaching function by 
training their young members and 
adherents in the Christian faith, 
paying particular attention to 
Sunday School work and to means 
whereby students in primary and 
middle schools may be more 
directly helped by the Church and 
linked on to its life. We would 
hope also that the work accom- 
plished will be not merely study 
and survey but will include means 
by which leaders and groups 
throughout the Churches may be 


inspired to fresh visions and 


stimulated to more fruitful 
activity. 
Christianizing Economic Relations 


Voted that the Administrative 
Committee reorgahize the Com- 
mittee so as to include in its mem- 
bership four members to be 
nominated. by the Conference of 
Christian Lligher Education, two 
to be nominated by the Nationa! 
Committee of the Y.M.C.A. and 
two to be nominated by the Na- 
tional Committee Y.W.C.A. 


Voted that the Administrative 
Committee make a joint request 
with the National Committee 
Y.M.C.A. and the National Com- 
mittee Y.W.C.A. for a renewal of 
a contribution of G$25,000 per 
year for three years beginning 
with 1981, of which the N. C. C. 
shall receive G$7,500 per year for 
the work of its Standing Com- 
mittee on lines indicated in the 
statement and budget submitted. 


Voted that the Administrative 
Committee request Yenching Uni- 
versity and the London Mission- 
ary Society to release Mr. J. B. 
Tayler on salary for full time 
service as a Secretary of the Com- 
mittee on Christianizing Economic 
Relations of a period of from one 


to three years. 


Religious Liberty 


During the discussion of the 
question of a petition to be pre- 
sented to the Government at Nan- 
king on the subject of Religious 
Liberty five members of the 
Executive Committee of the China 
Christian Educational Association, 
in addition to those who were also 
members of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the N. C. C., were pres- 
ént and participated in the dis- 
cussion. Relative resolutions from 
the Church of Christ in China and 
the Mei I Hwei were presented, 
together with proposals from the 
East China Education Association 
were before the meeting. After 
much discussion, as well as con- 
sideration by sub-cogumittess, it 
was voted: 
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1. 10 request 
of the interested churches to draft 
a petition for presentation to the 
Government upon this subject. 


2. To send this draft to all 
member churches and organiza- 
tions of the N. C. C. 

3. To urge them to send tele- 
graphic replies indicating their 
approval or otherwise of this draft 
petition without change in its 
wording. 


4. To include this petition and 
the signatures thus secured in a 
memorial to the Government. 


5. To send this memorial with 
a deputation to Nanking to pre- 
sent it to the proper authority. 


Finances 


The Treasurer of the Council 
reported receipts for the year 
ending March 31, 1980, slightly in 
excess of expenditures for the 
year and the following budget for 
the year 1930-1931 was approved 
for the guidance of the Finance 
Committee. 
Receipts 

Contributions 


From Missionary Societies $37,000 
„ National Organizations 1,500 

„ Chinese Church 10,000 

„ Missions Building 30,000 
Interest & Miscellaneous 1,200 
Regional Conference Account — 


Total $79,700 
Payments 
Chinese Staff $30,000 
Foreign Staff 20,000 
Office Expenses 11,700 
Travel of Secretaries 3,000 


Travel of C.Y.C. to U.S.A. 
Publications & Library 
Administrative & 
Executive Meetings 
Standing Committees 
Regional & Literature 


Conferences — 
Contingeneies 1.5500 
Total 379, 700 


FAMINE RELIEF. 
On February 1, 1929 the 


National Christian Council decided 
to appeal for funds for famine 
relief in the Northwest provinces. 
The first contribution was received 
on February 7, 1929 and the total 
to June 30, 1930 is 848,563.37.“ 


For several months all sums 
received were remitted through the 
Treasurer of the China Inland 
Mission for use in free relief 
its missionaries. But recen 
designated items were received 
for other places and were for- 
warded in accordance with wishes 
of donors. The payments to June 
80th are as follows: 


To China Inland Mission. 


$40,892.24 


F. S. Russell, Shensi... 


Suiyuan Famine Relief 
Committee (Chimese).. 


(A stranded family) .... 


6,000.00 


This money has been contributed 
from various sources. Chinese 
Churches in China (outside Hong- 
kong) have sent in contributions 
—totaling $5,163.17. Chinese in 
Hongkong $10,183.80; Penang 
$244.91; Singapore $550.00; Can- 
ada $3,000. 


Missionaries in Chima and other 
Westerners in Shanghai have con- 
tributed $2,996.54. The Lahore 
Presbytery of the United Churches 
of Northern India sent $204.00. 
The Danish Famine Relief Com- 
mittee in Copenhagen forwarded 
£630 sterling, realizing $8,990.38. 
From the European Central Office 
for Inter-Church Aid, Geneva, has 
come Swiss francs 10,000 realizing 
85,637.61.“ Basel Mission for- 
warded 511,000.00. Contributors 
in the United States have forward- 
ed G$162.50 realizing in Mexican 

Note:—Sinée the above was written 
an additional gift of Swiss francs 37,700 
($27,140.88) has been received. The 
total to July 24th was nearly $90,000.00. 


$561.66, in Canada G$5.00 realizing 
in Mexican $15.45 and from mis- 
cellaneous sources $15.85 has come. 
The total of the above receipts 5 
$48,563.37. 


The principle of 
mostly has been that these sums 
received entirely from Christi@n 
Churches and individuals should. be 
distributed so far as possible, 
unless, otherwise designated, 
through Christian ayencies, con- 
sequentivy the main channels of 
distribution have been the mis- 
sionaries of the China Inland 
Mission and the English Baptist 
Missionary Society who are dis- 
tributed throughout the most deep 
ly afflicted areas. 


The mounts received have en 
steadily rising and are now aver~ 
aging above a thousand dollars per 
week. 


In response to a cabled request 
from the China Famine Relief 
Committee in New York, the 


N. C. C. is undertaking an inquiry 


of the prospects of famine condi- 
tion during the coming fall and 
winter. 


— 
GREETINGS TO LAMBETH 


In accordance with an action of 
the Ad Interim Committee taken 
at its meeting of May 20th, a 
message of greeting has been sent 
to the Lambeth Conference of the 
Bishops of the ‘Anglican Com- 
munion, and will be presented by 
Rt. Rev. P. Lindel Tsen, Chair 
man of the N. C. C., the first Chi- 
nese Bishop to attend this impor- 
tant decennial gathering: The 
translation of the message follows: 


“The National Christian Council 
of China on behalf of its consti- 
tuent bodies wishes to extend its 
hearty greetings to the Lambeth 
Conference soon to assemble. The 
Conference, being eompased of 
recognized Christian leaders, is a 
gathering which is followed. with 
deep interest and respect, by the 
entire Christian World and 2 


ularly by those vounger Churches 
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whose spiritual growth is assured 
only by the counsel and guidance 
of their elder brothers im Christ. 
It is therefore our sincere hope 
and earnest prayer that the con- 
ference may be so guided by the 
Holy Ghost that its effect may not 
only be the enriching of Christen- 
dom but may bring a real blessing 
to the Whole of mankind.” 


FROM FOREIGN MISSIONS 
CONFERENCE BULLETIN 
Extraterritoriality 
A communication has been re- 
ceived from the Department of 
State with regard to the operation 
of extraterritoriality in China in 
connection with a specific instance. 
The Secretaries were authorized to 
transmit this letter to the mission 
boards having work in China as a 
matter of information, requesting, 
at the same time, that each mission 
board should keep the offices of the 
Committee of Reference and Co- 
unsel advised of any questions of 
this nature that may arise with 
any particular board. The ur- 
gency of this is readily recognized 
when it is realized that the dis- 
position made of any particular 
case will constitute a precedent for 
future action and it would seem to 
be highly desirable that the 
mission boards should, so far as 
possible, act in concert and in some 
degree of uniformity on such 


questions as may be raised. The 
circular provided for has been 
sent out to all the mission boards 
working in China. 
Religious Liberty 

The Jerusalem Meeting Report 
on Religious Education called for 
“a study of the relation cf the 
principle of religious freedom to 
the right of minorities under 
state systems of education. We 
request the Committee of the In- 
ternational Missionary Council to 
take early steps to secure from a 
group of experts a_ thorough, 
objective study of this subject.” 
Some further enquiry has made it 
clear that more than a study of the 
rights of minorities under state 
systems of education is required. 


Religious liberty is guaranteed 
in most countries by constitution 
and legal enactment and many in- 
ternational treaties embody some 
such guarantees. In certain cases, 
however, decrees have been issued 
or there is an official interpreta- 
tion of laws which in effect nullify 
the individual right of religious 
liberty. Some reports describing 
these violations of the principle 
may soon be published in the 
International Review of Missions. 


In preparing for the further 
study of this subject, the officers 
of the Council are preparing fac- 
tual statements concerning the 
interpretation of “religious lib- 
erty” and the application of this 


** 


principle, ar what appear to be 
restriction, upon this liberty in 
Egypt, Turkey, Persia, Peru. 
China, Mexico, Russia, Nigeria, 
and the Portuguese provinces in 
Africa. They are planning also 
to bring together groups of prom- 
inent jurists, historians, and 
missionar ; who are acquainted 
at first hand with the actual situa- 
tions, with the aim of formulating 
a comprehensive statement of what 
are considered to be universal hu- 
man rights in the freedom of 
religious belief and practice. 


STUDENTS COMING TO SHANGHAI 


Our attention is called to the 
assistance available for graduates 
of Christian schools and ex-stud- 
ents coming to Shanghai. The re- 
organized Student Department of 
the Shanghai Y. M. C. A. at 201 
Szechuen Road, under Mr. J. Wes- 
ley Shen and Rev. Egbert M. 
Hayes would be glad to get in 
touch with such students when 
preceded or accompanied by a note 
of introduction, giving the Shang- 
hai address where they may be 
found. 


Assistance can be rendered 
those going abroad. If entering 
colleges in Shanghai, they may be 
put in touch with groups of Chris- 
tian fellow-students. If enter- 
ing Shanghai professional life, 
they man be introduced to the 
young people of nearby churches. 
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